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Abstract 

Social Development Sustainability Amid the Global Economic Crisis is the ability of a 
country or society to maintain and continue efforts to improve social welfare, quality 
of life, and equitable access to basic services, despite facing significant global 
economic challenges. This concept includes efforts to maintain the stability of social 
programs, ensure protection for vulnerable groups, and develop adaptive strategies 
that enable sustainable social progress, even when economic resources are limited 
or unstable. Social development sustainability in this context also involves 
innovations in service delivery, strengthening community resilience, and integrating 
economic, social, and environmental aspects to create a more resilient system in the 
face of global economic shocks. The research method in this study uses literature. 
The results show that while the global economic crisis has worsened inequality and 
strained social protection systems, it has also encouraged innovation in social service 
provision and reinforced the importance of investing in sustainable social 
development.  

Keywords: social development, global economic crisis. 

 

Introduction 

Social development is a crucial aspect in efforts to improve the quality of life of the 

community and realize sustainable welfare. Social development is a planned and 

sustainable process that aims to improve the overall quality of life and welfare of the 

community. This process covers various aspects of life, including education, health, 

employment, gender equality, social protection, and community participation in decision-

making. (Vijitharan, 2024). The main goal of social development is to create a conducive 

environment for individuals and communities to develop their full potential, reduce social 

inequalities, and ensure equitable access to resources and opportunities. Social 

development focuses not only on economic growth, but also on enhancing human 

capacity, strengthening social cohesion, and creating an inclusive and sustainable society. 

(Sengupta, 2023). 

Therefore, social development plays a very important role in creating a more just, 

prosperous and sustainable society. First, social development helps reduce gaps and 

inequalities in society by improving access to education, health and economic 

opportunities for all levels of society. This not only improves the quality of life of 
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individuals, but also contributes to the social and political stability of the country. 

(Venkatesan, 2022). In addition, social development encourages people's active 

participation in the development process, which in turn strengthens democracy and good 

governance. 

Second, social development plays an important role in building the human and 

social capital necessary for long-term economic growth. By improving people's skills, 

knowledge and health, social development creates a more productive and innovative 

workforce. It also helps build social networks and trust between individuals and groups, 

which are important foundations for cooperation and social cohesion (Singh et al., 2021). 

Furthermore, successful social development can help address social issues such as 

poverty, unemployment and social conflict, which are often major obstacles to a country's 

economic development and progress. However, in recent decades, the world has faced 

various global economic crises that have had a significant impact on the stability and 

progress of social development in various countries (Deslatte, 2021).  

Global economic crises, such as the one that occurred in 2008 and most recently 

triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic, have caused major shocks to the world economic 

system. This has resulted in a decline in economic growth, an increase in unemployment, 

and financial market instability that has a direct impact on people's lives. These conditions 

create major challenges for the sustainability of social development, especially in 

developing countries with limited resources and inadequate social infrastructure. (Memos, 

2021b). 

Some of the impacts of the global economic crisis on social development include: 

Increased poverty and social inequality, Decreased quality of and access to education and 

health services, Increased unemployment and employment instability and Stress on social 

security and public welfare systems. (Memos, 2021c).  

In the midst of this challenging situation, maintaining the sustainability of social 

development is becoming increasingly important but also increasingly difficult. 

Governments, the private sector and civil society are required to find new strategies and 

innovations to maintain and even improve the quality of social development amid limited 

resources and global economic uncertainty. (Memos, 2021a). 

As such, the research examines how the sustainability of social development can 

be maintained and enhanced amidst the global economic crisis. By understanding the 

challenges faced, identifying effective strategies, and exploring new innovations, it is 

hoped that this research can contribute to formulating appropriate policies and actions to 

ensure the sustainability of social development in difficult times. 

 
Research Methods 

The study in this research uses literature. This method is a research method that 

focuses on collecting and analyzing data from various existing written sources. (JUNAIDI, 

2021); (Abdussamad, 2022); (Wekke, 2020). 
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Results and Discussion 

Concept of Social Development 

The concept of social development is a holistic approach that aims to improve 

people's overall quality of life. This approach does not only focus on economic growth, but 

also pays attention to interrelated social, cultural and environmental aspects. (Yongding, 

2022). Social development aims to create a more just, inclusive and sustainable society, 

where every individual has equal opportunities to develop and participate in social life. The 

concept emphasizes the importance of fulfilling basic needs, access to public services, 

protection of human rights, and empowerment of communities (Taron & Gebrezgang, 

2022). (Taron & Gebrezgabher, 2024). 

In its implementation, social development involves various parties, including the 

government, non-governmental organizations, the private sector, and the community 

itself. Its main focus is on building the capacity of individuals and communities, increasing 

people's participation in decision-making, and creating an enabling environment for 

human growth and development. (Cierniak-Emerych et al., 2021).. Social development also 

addresses issues such as gender equality, poverty alleviation, quality education, public 

health, and environmental conservation. With this comprehensive approach, social 

development aims to create sustainable positive changes in society, thereby improving 

overall well-being and quality of life. (Wang, 2023). 

 

Global Economic Crisis 

The global economic crisis can be defined as a period of significant and widespread 

economic decline, affecting countries around the world simultaneously. This phenomenon 

is characterized by a sharp decline in economic activity, which is reflected in indicators such 

as Gross Domestic Product (GDP), rising unemployment rates, declining international 

trade, and global financial market instability. (Tskhadadze et al., 2023).. Global economic 

crises are often triggered by specific events or conditions in one country or economic 

sector, which then spread rapidly to other countries through various economic and 

financial channels that are interconnected in an integrated global economic system 

(Toufaily & Zakari, 2007). (Toufaily & Zakhem, 2024).. 

The main characteristics of the global economic crisis include several important 

aspects. First, it is wide in scale and scope, affecting many countries and economic sectors 

simultaneously. Second, the domino or contagion effect, where economic problems in one 

country or sector can quickly spread to other countries or sectors. Third, a global decline 

in investor and consumer confidence, which can accelerate and exacerbate the crisis. 

(Antohi et al., 2023). Fourth, internationally coordinated policy responses are often 

required to address crises, given their cross-border nature. Fifth, global economic crises 

often reveal structural weaknesses in the global economic and financial system, leading to 

long-term policy reforms and changes. Finally, recovery from a global economic crisis 

tends to take longer and require greater effort than an economic crisis limited to a single 

country or region. (Sánchez, 2022). 
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Development sustainability, often referred to as sustainable development, is a 

concept that integrates three main pillars: economic, social, and environmental in the 

development process. The concept aims to meet the needs of the current generation 

without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 

Development sustainability emphasizes the importance of balance between economic 

growth, social welfare, and environmental preservation. This means that in every 

development effort, the impact on these three aspects must be considered holistically, 

rather than focusing on just one aspect. (Fedorinin, 2023). 

In its implementation, sustainable development involves a variety of strategies and 

practices that aim to create systems that can endure over the long term. These include the 

wise use of natural resources, the development of environmentally friendly technologies, 

the application of circular economy principles, the promotion of social justice and 

community participation, and the strengthening of institutions that support good 

governance. (Rendtorff, 2022). Sustainable development also requires close international 

cooperation, given the many global challenges such as climate change, poverty, and 

inequality that require joint solutions. By applying the principles of sustainability, it is 

hoped that development can produce equitable and sustainable benefits for all people, 

both now and in the future. 

 
The Impact of the Global Economic Crisis on Social Development 

The global economic crisis has had a significant and diverse impact on social 

development in various countries. One of the main impacts is an increase in the 

unemployment rate. When companies face financial difficulties due to the crisis, they are 

often forced to make large-scale layoffs. Not only does this result in a loss of income for 

individuals and families, but it can also lead to broader social problems such as increased 

poverty, social inequality, and even a potential increase in crime. (Billiah, 2023). In addition, 

long-term unemployment can lead to the degradation of labor skills, which in turn can 

hinder future economic recovery and social development (Mello et al., 2023). (Mello et al., 

2023).. 

The global economic crisis has also had a significant impact on the education and 

health sectors. When governments face declining revenues and pressure to allocate 

limited resources, there are often budget reductions for essential public services such as 

education and health. This can result in a decline in the quality and accessibility of 

education and health services, especially for vulnerable groups in society. (Thangavelu & 

Venkatachalam, 2021).. In the long run, this can hamper human capital development and 

reduce opportunities for social mobility. In addition, economic crises can also lead to an 

increase in stress and mental health problems in society, which can strain an already 

stressed health system (Sengupta, 2023). (Sengupta, 2023). 

Furthermore, the global economic crisis can affect social cohesion and political 

stability. When societies face economic hardship, there is often an increase in social 

tensions and political polarization. This can lead to an erosion of trust in government 
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institutions and the existing economic system, and potentially lead to social and political 

instability (Kumar et al., 2023). In some cases, economic crises have triggered social 

protests and significant political change. In addition, economic crises can also affect 

migration patterns, both internal and international, as people seek better economic 

opportunities. This can change the social and demographic dynamics in different regions, 

which in turn affects the planning and implementation of social development policies. 

(Deeming, 2021). 

 

Social Development Sustainability Strategy 

A social development sustainability strategy is a comprehensive approach that aims 

to ensure long-term and sustainable social progress. One of the key elements of this 

strategy is investment in human capital through quality education and training. By 

improving people's skills and knowledge, countries can build a strong foundation for 

inclusive and sustainable economic growth. (Ardan, 2023). Education should not only focus 

on technical skills, but also on developing critical thinking, creativity, and social-emotional 

skills needed to face the challenges of the 21st century. In addition, vocational training and 

lifelong learning programs should be prioritized to ensure the workforce remains relevant 

in the face of technological change and evolving labour market demands. (Brigido et al., 

2022). 

Social development sustainability strategies should also include strengthening 

comprehensive and inclusive social protection systems. This involves developing and 

expanding social safety nets that can protect people from economic and social shocks. 

Programs such as universal health insurance, basic income security, and sustainable 

pension schemes can help reduce vulnerability and increase resilience. (Reikhanova, 2021). 

It is also important to ensure that these social protection systems are designed with the 

needs of vulnerable groups such as women, children, the elderly and people with 

disabilities in mind. In addition, these strategies should include efforts to address structural 

inequalities and systemic discrimination that can impede access to social services and 

economic opportunities. (Memos, 2021a). 

Finally, social development sustainability strategies should emphasize people's 

participation and community empowerment. This involves creating mechanisms that 

enable communities to actively participate in decision-making that affects their lives. A 

bottom-up approach in planning and implementing development policies can ensure that 

social interventions are more responsive to local needs and more effective in the long run. 

In addition, community economic empowerment through the promotion of social 

entrepreneurship, cooperatives and micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) can 

help create jobs and drive inclusive economic growth. The strategy should also include 

efforts to strengthen social capital and community cohesion, which are important for 

building community resilience and supporting sustainable social development. 
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Challenges and Opportunities for Social Development Sustainability 

Social development sustainability faces significant challenges in the modern era. 

One of the key challenges is rapid demographic change, including population aging in 

many developed countries and a youth population boom in developing countries. 

Population aging brings pressure on pension and healthcare systems, while large young 

populations require large investments in education and job creation. (Tazihina, 2021). 

Widening economic inequality is also a serious challenge, creating social gaps that can 

threaten stability and community cohesion. In addition, climate change and environmental 

degradation present new risks to people's livelihoods and well-being, especially for the 

most vulnerable groups. (Wagle, 2020). 

While these challenges are significant, there are also opportunities that can be 

leveraged to promote sustainable social development. Technological advances, especially 

in digital and communications, are opening up new opportunities to improve access to 

education, healthcare and economic opportunities. (Bernaschina, 2024). Technology can 

help bridge geographic and social gaps, enabling more people to participate in the global 

economy. In addition, growing global awareness of the importance of sustainable 

development has driven innovations in business models and public policies. The concepts 

of circular economy, sustainable finance and social impact investing offer new approaches 

to aligning economic growth with social and environmental goals. (Nuykina, 2021). 

Another opportunity arises from a paradigm shift in the understanding of well-

being and progress. A growing number of countries and organizations are adopting a more 

holistic approach to development, going beyond traditional economic indicators such as 

GDP, paving the way for policies that focus more on people's quality of life, mental well-

being and happiness. This shift is also driving the development of new indicators and 

metrics to measure social progress more comprehensively. (Craig, 2021). In addition, 

increased international cooperation and global knowledge exchange provide 

opportunities to share best practices and resources in addressing social development 

challenges. The UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, for example, provides a 

global framework that can guide collective efforts towards social, economic and 

environmental sustainability. (Oleński, 2023). 

One of the major challenges in the sustainability of social development is ensuring 

inclusion and equal participation of all groups in society. Marginalized groups, such as 

indigenous peoples, persons with disabilities and ethnic minorities, are often left behind in 

development processes. Addressing structural discrimination and ensuring equitable 

access to resources and opportunities is a complex but important task. On the other hand, 

opportunities arise from the increasing recognition of diversity and inclusion as driving 

forces for innovation and economic growth. Companies and governments that adopt 

inclusive policies tend to be more innovative and responsive to the needs of diverse 

markets. (Zuo, 2022). 

Rapid urbanization also brings its own set of challenges and opportunities. Rapidly 

growing cities face problems such as slums, pollution, and pressure on infrastructure. 
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However, cities are also becoming centers of innovation and economic efficiency. The 

concept of "smart cities" that utilize technology to improve quality of life and resource 

efficiency offers potential solutions. The challenge is to ensure that the benefits of these 

urban innovations are equally enjoyed by all members of society, not just the elite. (Sada 

& Ikeda, 2021). 

Education and skills development are becoming increasingly critical in the face of 

rapid changes in the labor market due to automation and digitalization. The challenge is to 

ensure that education systems can adapt fast enough to prepare young people for future 

jobs that may not exist today. On the other hand, the digital revolution opens up new 

opportunities for lifelong learning and distance education, which can improve access to 

knowledge and skills for a wider population. (Polukhina et al., 2024). 

With that, sustainable social development faces complex challenges that require 

holistic and innovative approaches. While challenges such as inequality, climate change 

and technological disruption seem daunting, there are also significant opportunities 

arising from technological advances, shifting development paradigms and increased 

global awareness. The key to capitalizing on these opportunities lies in cross-sector 

collaboration, inclusive and far-sighted policies, and sustained investment in human and 

social capital. With the right approach, these challenges can be transformed into catalysts 

for social innovation and sustainable progress. (Duong, 2022). Ultimately, success in 

realizing social development sustainability will depend on our ability to align economic 

growth with social justice and environmental protection, creating more inclusive, resilient 

and sustainable societies for current and future generations. 

 
Conclusion 

Social development sustainability amid the global economic crisis faces complex 

and multidimensional challenges. The global economic crisis has exacerbated existing 

inequalities, threatened progress in poverty reduction, and strained social protection 

systems in many countries. However, it has also highlighted the importance of investing in 

sustainable social development as the foundation of economic resilience and social 

stability. While resources may be limited during the crisis, prioritizing education, health, 

and effective social protection programs remains crucial to ensuring an inclusive and 

sustainable recovery. 

On the other hand, the crisis has also spurred innovation and adaptation in social 

development approaches. Increased use of digital technologies in social service delivery, 

strengthened partnerships between government, private sector and civil society, and a 

greater focus on environmental sustainability in development projects are some of the 

positive examples that have emerged. The key to sustaining social development amid 

global economic uncertainty is to build more resilient, adaptive and inclusive systems. This 

requires long-term commitment from all stakeholders, policies that favor vulnerable 

groups, and a holistic approach that integrates economic, social, and environmental 

aspects in every development effort. 
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